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and the mejala a momentary hesitation which was valiantly
overcome by the Sixth and Seventh Banners of the Legion
led by Franco in person.
"There was a moment of confusion," writes a chronicler,
referring to this critical juncture in the combat. "The first
guerrillas of the expeditionary forces came upon a line along
which mines had been planted. The explosions forced them
to fall back. But Franco ordered two companies to advance
to the attack of the first peak of Malmusi. Rapidly, with the
2ist and 22nd companies. Major Rada in command, the
Legionnaires made their way to the first peak of the famous
Cuemos de Xauen, which they soon captured."
From those peaks the Spanish soldiers dominated the
whole panorama of Beni-Urriaguel. On Axdir the sword of
Spain was raised avenged.
On September 30 another operation was carried out which
had as its purpose the occupation of the Palomar and Adrar
Seddun mountains, the boundaries which the troops were to
establish as had been previously determined. The columns
of Franco, Coded, and Vera intervened. Franco's men met
the stiffest resistance at first, because of the land hazards
and the strong concentration of the enemy there.
After some hard fighting the enemy was gradually driven
from the heights, and in a supreme effort Franco's troops
reached the top of the Palomar mountain. Its last defenders
hurled themselves headlong over the cliffs. In this operation
Garcia Escamez, an officer of the Legion, and Varela, at the
head of his expeditionary force, gained new laurels.
The road to Axdir was now open. On the 2nd of October
Franco's vanguard surrounded Mount Amekran and with
the force of an impetuous flood the Spanish soldiers advanced
upon the settlement which was the sinister haunt of Abd-el-
Krim, the underground dungeon of Spanish prisoners, and
the gangrenous centre from which rebellion radiated over